Presence of salivary protein C and salivary peptide P-C-like immunoreactivity in the laryngo-tracheo-bronchial glands.
An indirect immunofluorescence technique using antisera against salivary peptide P-C and against salivary Protein C was carried out on the laryngeal, tracheal and bronchial glands to examine whether salivary peptide P-C-like immunoreactivity, recently demonstrated in the serous cells of the human salivary glands, was also present in those of laryngeal, tracheal and bronchial glands and to ascertain whether salivary peptide P-C is a fragment of salivary Protein C or not. Salivary peptide P-C-like immunoreactivity was present in the serous cells of the human laryngeal, tracheal and bronchial glands. Observation of serial sections immunostained with two kinds of antisera revealed that cells reacting with antisera against salivary peptide P-C were identical to those reacting with antisera against salivary Protein C pre-incubated with salivary peptide P-C. The finding implied that salivary peptide P-C and salivary Protein C, originally isolated from human saliva, were also present in the serous cells of tissues other than the salivary glands. Furthermore, analysis of the primary structure of salivary peptide P-C and salivary Protein C together with the present morphological finding suggests that salivary peptide P-C is a COOH-terminal fragment of salivary Protein C. Thus, salivary Protein C and salivary peptide P-C may play some role in the function of the serous cells of the salivary and laryngo-tracheo-bronchial glands.